
Dear Whatcom County Council: !
I am writing in support of the resolution providing for the submission of an advisory ballot seeking 
citizen input regarding the use of eminent domain by pipeline companies. As noted in the resolution, 
pipeline projects can be dangerous to property owners and can result in property damage, as well. 
With two known oil pipeline project proposals looming, I believe it is wise and timely of the County 
Council to take this action. It is helpful to citizens, and I believe necessary, to offer them a voice on 
this subject in case there is action the County can take to protect citizens' health and safety by 
limiting the ability of oil pipeline companies to invoke eminent domain to facilitate their unsafe 
projects in Whatcom County that can also effect the health of the citizens here. 
  
Below are some news items relevant to the topic and that would support the importance of gathering 
citizen input by way of an advisory ballot. !
January 21, 2014, "Wall Street Journal Investigation: High-Tech Oil Pipeline Monitors Catch Less Than 
20 Percent Of Leaks" 
"According to the Wall Street Journal, which looked at Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration data on 251 spills that occurred on private property since 2010, the industry's pipeline 
monitoring equipment was the first to detect a leak in just 19.5 percent of incidents. 
"The other 80 percent of the time leaks are generally discovered by people — local residents and 
landowners, like that North Dakota wheat farmer, as well as on-site employees of the oil and pipeline 
companies." !
https://www.desmogblog.com/2014/01/21/high-tech-oil-pipeline-monitors-catch-less-20-percent-
leaks !
Jan. 26, 2017,  "Iowa pipeline spill cleanup begins; cause of leak still unknown" 
"The pipeline leak occurred about three miles north and one mile east of Hanlontown. The fuel is 
pooled on an acreage with grass and trees and a tilled farm field about one-third of a mile north of the 
intersection of 390th Street and Wheelerwood Road. The pool stretches across an acre and a half, and 
the diesel also sprayed across Wheelerwood Road onto snow on farm land across the street, said 
Vansteenburg. 
"More than 70 Magellan representatives, local emergency responders, state and federal regulators, 
and contractors were on site Thursday morning, Byers said. He said representatives from the Iowa 
DNR and the Environmental Protection Agency were also present." 
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2017/01/26/iowa-pipeline-spill-cleanup-begins-cause-
leak-still-unknown/97084402/ !!
Feb 16, 2017,  "MARCH 7 WORKSHOP FOR LANDOWNERS ALONG THE PILGRIM PATH IN EDISON" 
"Oil from North Dakota is currently transported by train to Albany and then transported by barge down 
the Hudson River.  'There is no need for a commercial oil pipeline,' said Kathy Abbott of the Coalition 
Against Pilgrim Pipeline. 'NJ residents will not see any new supplies of cheaper gasoline or home 
heating oil from this pipeline.'  Abbott is a graduate of JP Stevens High School, which is near the 
pipeline route in Edison. 
“'Meanwhile, the risk to property values is enormous. Hundreds of oil pipeline leaks are recorded by 
the U.S Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration each year. In addition, the utility right of 
way of the planned Pilgrim route is already crowded with natural gas pipelines that could be disturbed 
by the digging of the two oil pipelines,' said Abbott." 
https://stoppilgrimpipeline.com/2017/02/16/march-7-workshop-for-landowners-along-the-pilgrim-
path-in-edison/ !
I call on Council Members to approve this resolution and submit an advisory ballot measure for the 
November 2017 election.  !
Sincerely, 
Dena Jensen 
Birch Bay 
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