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From: Ann Beck <abeck@co.whatcom.wa.us>

To: dbobena@yahoo.com <dbobena@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, September 27, 2021, 10:43:17 AM PDT

Subject: RE: Following up RE: Questions for you regarding CDC recommendations 
related to encampments


Hi Dena,


Thanks for the inquiry.  I don’t think I can speak to your first couple of questions, as the 
CDC guidance I would share is what you have pasted below in your email.  The Health 
Department does not clean up encampments, as that falls to the cities that the camps 
are in to assess public safety concerns. The City of Bellingham has guidance they have 
developed about when action is needed to address public safety concerns around 
encampments. 


In regards to your other inquiries,  outreach providers, such as HOT and GRACE have 
the information needed to refer those living unsheltered who are experiencing 
symptoms or who have been exposed to COVID to access the Isolation and 
Quarantine Facility operated by the County.  This approach is mentioned in the CDC 
guidance that encourages connecting to Community Wide Planning for responding to 
COVID (Table 1)  identifying additional sites and resources. 


We also continue to support access to motel stays with funding to the Opportunity 
Council and other housing providers and meet regularly with our partners to talk about 
supporting this emergency solution of motel stays, and solutions that could bring more 
stable and permanent housing options to Whatcom County. 


Contracted outreach workers also continue to provide hand sanitizer and other 
supplies that can help mitigate spread, as well as information about where to access 
testing and vaccinations.  We have continued to focus on testing and vaccine access in 
the community, with a focus on homeless housing providers to help us reach those that 
might have an interest in being vaccinated if we can bring vaccine to them. 


Finally, my Environmental Health colleagues and I recently met with City of Bellingham 
staff and the Homeless Outreach Team Manager to talk about available access to 
restrooms and other ideas that can help address public health concerns.  We will 
continue to have discussions around this and see what supports the Health 
Department can offer to local jurisdictions and outreach teams as they are assessing 
public health concerns and a lack of supplies and access to sanitation services. 


While we regularly connect with outreach workers, our focus at the Health Department 
remains on supporting the operation of the IQF for those who do not have access to a 
space to isolate or quarantine safely during COVID, as well as making vaccinations as 
accessible as possible for populations who are often underserved.


 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/homeless-shelters/unsheltered-homelessness.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/homeless-shelters/unsheltered-homelessness.html
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Thanks again for reaching out, and take care.


Ann 


 


From: dbobena@yahoo.com <dbobena@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2021 12:00 PM 
To: Ann Beck <ABeck@co.whatcom.wa.us> 
Subject: Fw: Following up RE: Questions for you regarding CDC recommendations 
related to encampments


Dear Ms. Beck:


Director Lautenbach had suggested that I contact you regarding some questions I have 
been seeking to get answered related to CDC guidance and information that is 
displayed under the FAQ question, "What camp cleanups are being conducted during 
the COVID-19 emergency?" on the City of Bellingham police services web page on 
cleaning up encampments.  I have attached an email chain that contains my original 
email to Director Lautenbach (which is at the very bottom of this email). I had sent 
similar emails to a few relevant City of Bellingham officials, as well.  


I am asking first, if you can provide a CDC source that specifies that it is "small 
encampments" that display less serious health and safety risks that are to be left in 
place. 

Second, I am asking if you can provide a CDC source that specifies that camps with 
serious public health and safety hazards should not be allowed to remain where they 
are during COVID-19.


Third, and most importantly, I am asking what efforts have been and are being made by 
the Whatcom County Health Department to carry out the CDC recommendations from 
their Interim Guidance on People Experiencing Unsheltered Homelessness under 
Considerations for Encampments which I have listed below - especially the final one - 
in relation to current encampments:


 "If an encampment is not able to provide sufficient space for each person, allow 
people to remain where they are but help decompress the encampment by linking 
those at increased risk for severe illness to individual rooms or safe shelter.


"Work together with other community organizations and offices to improve sanitation in 
encampments. Ensure nearby restroom facilities have functional water taps, are 
stocked with hand hygiene materials (soap, drying materials) and bath tissue, and 
remain open to people experiencing homelessness 24 hours per day.


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcob.org%2Fservices%2Fsafety%2Fpolice-services%2Freporting%2Fhomeless-camp&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891262108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=t1ykKuK0pgJz8pftzOnRFnB01rxtcY5qHUlGFwuUs1E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcob.org%2Fservices%2Fsafety%2Fpolice-services%2Freporting%2Fhomeless-camp&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891262108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=t1ykKuK0pgJz8pftzOnRFnB01rxtcY5qHUlGFwuUs1E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fhomeless-shelters%2Funsheltered-homelessness.html&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891272064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yWPc9KIsUA%2FqWqfvPfyzK0opwy0V3b1WNL3y1uLi7ko%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891272064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LvOhyDEA4veYhio%2F7d%2BnBFgdVp7eAAZ8fQzk9ZWz9QM%3D&reserved=0
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"If toilets or handwashing facilities are not available nearby, assist with providing 
access to portable latrines with handwashing facilities for encampments of more than 
10 people. These facilities should be equipped with hand sanitizer (containing at least 
60% alcohol)." 


Thank you for any efforts that you are making toward following CDC guidance on 
considerations for encampments. I look forward to your response.


Sincerely, 


Dena Jensen


Birch Bay, WA


 


----- Forwarded Message -----


From: dbobena@yahoo.com <dbobena@yahoo.com>


To: Erika Lautenbach <elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us>


Sent: Saturday, September 25, 2021, 10:13:10 AM PDT


Subject: Re: Following up RE: Questions for you regarding CDC recommendations 
related to encampments


Dear Director Lautenbach:


Thank you for your response and for recommending a contact with the Health 
Department to get my questions answered. In her response to my similar email to BPD's 
Chief Simon, she had referred me to the Whatcom County Health Department.


Sincerely,


Dena Jensen


Birch Bay, WA


 


On Friday, September 24, 2021, 08:42:15 PM PDT, Erika Lautenbach 
<elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us> wrote:


mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us
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Good Evening Dena and apologies for the late response.


I'm assuming you received what you needed from the city. If that's not the case, please 
reach out to Ann Beck on our staff Abeck@co.Whatcom.wa.us.


She can be helpful in your specific questions.


Thanks for contacting me,


Erika


From: dbobena@yahoo.com <dbobena@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 5:44 PM  
To: Erika Lautenbach <ELautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us> 
Subject: Following up RE: Questions for you regarding CDC recommendations related 
to encampments


Dear Director Lautenbach:


I am following up on my email below that I sent to you last week. I look forward to 
receiving a response from you in the near future. Thank you.


Sincerely, 


Dena Jensen


Birch Bay, WA


 


----- Forwarded Message -----


From: dbobena@yahoo.com <dbobena@yahoo.com>


To: Erika Lautenbach <elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us>


Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021, 12:41:57 PM PDT


Subject: Questions for you regarding CDC recommendations related to encampments


Dear Director Lautenbach: 


I have a couple questions I would like to ask of you. 


mailto:Abeck@co.Whatcom.wa.us
mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:ELautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us
mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:dbobena@yahoo.com
mailto:elautenb@co.whatcom.wa.us
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On the City of Bellingham's webpage which provides information on "Reporting and 
Cleaning Up Unauthorized Encampments" (https://cob.org/services/safety/police-
services/reporting/homeless-camp), there is a question in the FAQs on that page that 
asks, "What camp cleanups are being conducted during the COVID-19 emergency?" 
The answer which is posted to that question states, in part:


"The City is currently following established procedures for reporting and monitoring 
camps during COVID-19, using guidance from the Governor’s Office, state Attorney 
General and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to carefully evaluate which camps 
to clean up and taking action on fewer camps overall during the pandemic. This is 
consistent with CDC guidance to leave in place small encampments that display less 
serious health and safety risks to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.


My first question is in regard to the last sentence of that paragraph.


Can you please provide me any source of CDC recommendations that states that it is 
"small encampments" that display less serious health and safety risks that are to be left 
in place?


I am also asking this question of officials for COB, but wanted to know what material the 
County Health Department may have related to this, that perhaps the community may 
not as commonly have access to. 


I am asking this question because the qualifier of small encampments is not listed on 
the CDC's COVID-19 "Interim Guidance on People Experiencing Unsheltered 
Homelessness," under "Considerations for encampments," nor are any caveats that 
relate to the health and safety of the encampment listed, except the following 
recommendations:


"If an encampment is not able to provide sufficient space for each person, allow people 
to remain where they are but help decompress the encampment by linking those at 
increased risk for severe illness to individual rooms or safe shelter.


"Work together with other community organizations and offices to improve sanitation in 
encampments. Ensure nearby restroom facilities have functional water taps, are 
stocked with hand hygiene materials (soap, drying materials) and bath tissue, and 
remain open to people experiencing homelessness 24 hours per day.


 

"If toilets or handwashing facilities are not available nearby, assist with providing access 
to portable latrines with handwashing facilities for encampments of more than 10 
people. These facilities should be equipped with hand sanitizer (containing at least 60% 
alcohol)."


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcob.org%2Fservices%2Fsafety%2Fpolice-services%2Freporting%2Fhomeless-camp&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891282023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8gMfU1Nf2Np%2FyLDMqWJhq%2B8ok%2FeUzD25vKUkXQUGxWA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcob.org%2Fservices%2Fsafety%2Fpolice-services%2Freporting%2Fhomeless-camp&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891282023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8gMfU1Nf2Np%2FyLDMqWJhq%2B8ok%2FeUzD25vKUkXQUGxWA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7Cabeck%40co.whatcom.wa.us%7Ca41db338031947c6cd6108d98056a347%7C2122bbce9a1d4565931b0c534ef12e43%7C0%7C0%7C637681931891282023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6VWnNnAJah8V8P7jwVP8%2BNwd%2B%2B2D15Z2cKk5hf%2BTqok%3D&reserved=0
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The last section in these recommendations seems to indicate that the CDC is 
acknowledging that encampments larger that ten people should remain in place along 
with any that are smaller, but that measures should be taken to help ensure hygiene 
and sanitation measures are accessible for encampments. 


My second question is: what efforts are being made by the Whatcom County Health 
Department to carry out the recommendations listed above, especially the final one, in 
relation to current encampments. 


Thank you.


Sincerely, 


Dena Jensen


Birch Bay, WA


 


 

  

 


