
The first Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
January 11, 2021. The fourth public comment of the night 
is Heather at 01:12:30 (https://youtu.be/XpR-5LLSfnM?
t=4350): 

Heather:

“This is Heather…American citizen since birth. Hello 
community, neighbors, and City Council, Mayor, staff – 
Mayor Seth and City staff. 
 
“Each week I’ve continued to outreach and speak with our 
neighbors who are camping without safe shelter this 
winter and others that cover – that live outside and that 
are covered just by a piece of cardboard or plastic, or 
nylon.  And I really appreciate the previous comment.

“The winters are especially intense, due to the strong 
winds, breaking tree limbs, tent poles and due to 
reoccurring freezing rain, snow, and ice. And I give thanks 
for the patience of our Bellingham Mayor Seth, our 
community respects his wisdom. And thank you, Council 
Chairperson Hannah Stone for your leadership here. 
 
“I give thanks to our individual citizen volunteers who gift 
their time and resources with supplying a daily warm 
nourishing meal served outside in the elements, to both 
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our camping citizens on our Lottie Street lawns, and as 
volunteer citizens are able, to campers further out in the 
woods and sidewalk doorways. 

“We support the ongoing ask for purchase of additional 
severe weather individual sleeping huts, tiny homes, and 
the ask for a public warming center that is welcoming to 
all citizens, as our library used to be. 

“I see a gap in the care of our most vulnerable citizens 
who are affected by limited financial resources. I see this 
gap on many levels. One of the gaps in cares from our 
tax-funded outreach workers, who in the past met their 
clients in person at their residences, even if their home 
was a tent on the ground. 
 
“I see a gap in our behavioral and mental health agencies 
in serving their clients who do not have homes or 
shelters. There’s also a gap in care by our mental health 
outreach workers who have state authority to order help 
to anyone who is a danger to themselves or another, like 
our DCR, designated crisis responders. 

“Another gap in care is the lack in internet or cell phone 
accessibility to connecting our unhoused citizens to new 
shelter options, such as tiny homes, and through the 
housing wait-list managed by Opportunity Council.



“Lastly, I wish to share I am most inspired by those I meet 
living outside. I witness their efforts to survive, moment by 
moment in our northwest weather conditions. I’m inspired 
by their creativity and their strengths, to survive, no matter 
what challenges come their way. Each one I meet looks 
me in the eye and shares the light of their courage. May 
we work together in community across our differences.”

The first Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
January 11, 2021. The fifth public comment of the night is 
Melissa at 1:16:00 (https://youtu.be/XpR-5LLSfnM?
t=4560):

Melissa:

“Hello. So yeah, I’m supremely disappointed, honestly, in 
the fact that the meeting earlier really would have 
benefitted from having somebody who has been on the 
ground this entire time, there. Having everybody spitball 
ideas and not know enough information to make informed 
decisions, really kind of sunk the ship, I felt like. And I’m 
really, really, unfortunately discouraged at this point with 
everything.

“We’ve been trying to get, you know – I heard Satpal 
repeatedly insist that people that are not allowed to go to 
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Base Camp, go to Base Camp. And I, you know, heard 
them talk about services, services, services, when we’ve 
been trying to get their providers out here since day 1, 
and nobody will do this.

“All the kids that work at McDonalds are essential workers 
and your mental health professionals and your outreach 
teams for the homeless aren’t – I just can’t even 
comprehend why this is okay. You know, the volunteers 
are out there everyday, risking themselves with the PPE 
that’s been donated to us by the community. 

“And you guys have – you have the ability – you have the 
ability to suit up and go do the job that you’re paid to do.  
And I just, I don’t understand why that can’t be done and I 
don’t understand what’s so complicated about sheltering 
people from the elements, at least until you can get them 
– you know, you need to shelter first, then you can bring 
services to the people.

“With COVID you need individual shelters so they can 
quarantine properly. I don’t understand what’s so 
complicated. And by the way, that County Council 
Member who said we wanted them to do drugs in the 
shelter is full of poo. And I just want the record to reflect 
that none of us has ever, ever talked about them being 
allowed to do drugs while they’re in a shelter. I know he 



was trying to really push some hateful rhetoric there. It’s 
just patently false and the record needs to be set straight. 

“But we need you guys to help. Sitting around and talking 
about long-term solutions without providing us even so 
much as a warming shelter is ridiculous. Please, do 
better. I don’t know what to say. Do better. Like, give me 
shelter. I’m taking care of them already. Give me a place 
to put ‘em. Thank you for your time.”

The first Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
January 11, 2021. The eighth public comment of the night 
is Nicole at 01:25:05 (https://youtu.be/XpR-5LLSfnM?
t=5105):

Nicole:

“Hi there, can you hear me? Alright. Hi there, my name is 
Nicole…and I’m a Bellingham tax-payer and a voter. I 
really appreciate the others who commented before me, 
advocating for the houseless with such eloquence and 
kindness. I’m going to keep this simple, and with not as 
many niceties. 

“I’m calling in today to tell all of you to work harder to 
connect the dots, loosen restrictions, and take necessary 
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steps to get all of the houseless folks out on the street 
right now, into shelters. 

“The City of Bellingham has known from various 
community members and City funded organizations, as 
early as 2018, that there were anywhere from 750 to 1500 
houseless people living here. And yet, you went into this 
winter with the only option of shelter being a 200-person 
capacity space with restrictions that leaves many people 
unable to get in and hits capacity every night regardless. 

“All of you have known since March that you’re in a 
pandemic that puts vulnerable community members at 
heightened risk and that homelessness would 
undoubtedly be exacerbated, and yet you did not make 
plans for any additional shelter. This is absurd. 

“I want to know how many hours, both on and off the 
clock each of you are working each day to ensure that 
your constituents are housed, because there are groups 
of community members who are low-income, working full 
time, caring for their families, going to school and paying 
rent, who are dedicating anywhere from 15 to 50 hours a 
week to volunteer their time to provide the community 
care that all of you refuse to figure out how to. 



“I don’t care about the policies, the red tape, the 
precedents or lack thereof – 25 shelters, here or there, is 
an insult. This lack of significant action is violent. And you 
all have the capacity, power, connections and resources 
to do more, and I’m expecting that you do. Thank you.”

The first Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
January 11, 2021. The ninth public comment of the night 
is William at 01:27:35 (https://youtu.be/XpR-5LLSfnM?
t=5255):

William:

“Hello. Hi, I am William…It is day 60 of the occupied 
protest by unsheltered citizens of our community. Their 
protest has allowed relief workers to come in and provide 
service to the campers. The relief services have included 
the distribution of tents, sleeping bags, pillows, hygiene 
supplies, firewood, clothing, etc. 

“Volunteers have worked 24 hours a day to distribute 
meals prepared, that come individually wrapped from 
people in our community, hot coffee and cocoa, other 
snacks, as possible. Volunteers have assisted campers 
with hygiene, health care, deescalation, and friendship.
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“These conditions have allowed for community to form 
and healing to begin. Many campers routinely contribute 
to these efforts and all functions of camp, including 
cleaning the grounds. While this winter has rarely been 
freezing cold, storm after storm has battered camp. These 
storms have repeatedly destroyed any normal tent or 
canopy, leaving campers struggling to stay warm or dry. 

“So it is very painful to hear the criticism that our refugee 
shelter our community is operating isn’t clean enough for 
some in the community. It’s especially painful, knowing 
how hard some campers work, despite their situation, to 
keep camp clean. It’s the constant struggle in the 
elements.

“And people are still suffering despite our community, as 
has been noted, with trench foot and just continual 
exhaustion from the weather. The people of Bellingham 
are showing right now that we can take care of our own, if 
the government would get out of the way. 
 
“HomesNOW! has shown that if the government would 
make land available, then community would build tiny 
homes. Car after car brings donations to camp. Staffers 
from City Hall bring donations to camp. Workers, County 
staff thanks us for our work. People tell me they have 
cancer when they come down and they wish they could 



work, but they just wanted to bring some things down, so 
they’re going to stay by their car because of the COVID 
risk.

The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The second public comment of the 
night is Jorie at 00:44:06 (https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?
t=2646):

Jorie:

“Hi, I prepared something to say before this meeting, but I 
just wanted to start with some replies to what Mayor 
Fleetwood had said earlier in the meeting. 

“When you say someone could draw a parallel, I just want 
to point out that there’s a direct quote from a news source 
where you drew that parallel between Friday and the 
storming of the Capitol building in D.C. And you’ve also 
been ignoring deplorable acts by white supremacists who 
regularly torment and threaten campers and volunteers, 
including on Friday, and everyday since.

“And I want to know what about the health and safety of 
campers? And in what ways is the encampment coming 
to a close other than you deciding that you’re ready to 
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stop pretending to be an ally and violently sweep, 
because any sweep is a violent sweep. 

“You know who doesn’t support this action? People on the 
City Hall lawn. And you are the aggressors and you are 
the oppressors if you sweep, because sweeps kill. 

“And now for my prepared comment – On January 11th 
you said our Council is fully dedicated to a commitment to 
making a better, more equitable world. Fast forward to 
today, January 25th, you are depriving our houseless 
neighbors of basic hygiene services by directing sanitary 
services to not remove trash or empty the port-a-potties at 
City Hall, and threatening City Hall campers with a 
sweep. 

“This is directly making the world, Bellingham specifically, 
less equitable to a group of people who are already 
struggling [indistinguishable] equity in this City and this 
society. I am firmly against this action you have taken 
against the camp at City Hall. 

“When I was at City Hall on Friday, I was flipped off by old 
white people, yelled at and threatened by white people 
from their vehicles as they passed by, and all the while I 
watched, as volunteers and campers carried on caring for 
each other, providing meals, resources, friendship for 
each other. And they were providing community care, 



something non-profits are inherently incapable of doing, 
due to their structure. 

“I saw parents bringing their kids by, explaining that all 
humans deserve housing first, people having 
conversations about solutions, something you’ve not 
done. Instead you flee through the back door with your 
overpaid cops and instead you made the choice to 
exaggerate the supposed threat of a sit in in a public 
space with right-wing media outlets ate up and it further 
endangered us. 

“You’re making a choice to perpetuate the violence 
houseless individuals face everyday. And y’all are making 
David Duke proud. I suggest you listen to why people at 
City Hall don’t feel safe using services like Base Camp. I 
suggest you listen to why we need a no-barrier non-
hierarchical option for housing.

“I’m asking that you not sweep vulnerable people from the 
lawn at City Hall and that you reinstate the sanitary 
services, as a start. Time and time again, you’ve shown 
us citizens that you’re only here to make landlords rich 
and white people comfortable. I think you have a lot of 
work to do to prove you’re as progressive and anti-racist 
as you think you are. Even then, you’d still have much 
more work to do so I’d suggest you get started right now. I 
yield my time.”



Here is a link to Mayor Fleetwood’s January 25, 2021 
remarks related to events that happened at City Hall on 
Friday, January 22, 2021. Jorie referred to some of this 
material in her comment: https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?
t=414

The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The twelfth public comment of the 
night is Katherine at 1:11:13 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=4273):

Katherine: 

“Can you hear me? Alright, so I’ve been down at, you 
know, the camp since the first week, as a homeless 
advocate, interviewing these people, and their needs, 
surveying it – been doing that for two months. Haven’t 
been there most recently.

“And I was instructed by Opportunity Council, instructed 
by Base Camp, you know, how to do this, how to get 
these people back in, because apparently there’s a path; 
there’s resources available. I, personally, was yelled at at 
Base Camp, and I know many other volunteers have 
been, as well. 

https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=414
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=414
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=4273
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=4273


“I finally met with Bill and he was very nice. He gave me 
instructions. You know, I said I’m just trying to help these 
people. And we followed instructions, and I still can’t get 
any calls back. We were supposed to call in to find their 
pathway. There’s red flags, yellow flags – all this fancy 
stuff on paper. And it’s just simply not true. 

“They’re not letting people back in – certain people. And 
there is no resources available for them. We’ve been 
asking for at least two months. Can you imagine living in 
your home and you leave your home for anything and all 
your stuff is gone? 

“You know, we’re just trying to save lives out here and I’m 
tired of the fallacies. I’m also particularly tired of all – I 
don’t know all – but a lot of these non-profits hanging 
housing over their heads to get them to cooperate, so that 
they can put their ideals on people. Housing should not 
be held over anyone’s head. It’s everyone’s right to have 
food, clothing, and shelter. 

“The perceptions on the Bellingham City Council meeting 
blows my mind because, literally, everyone deserves 
food, clothing, and shelter. And I can’t seem to see why 
we keep talking about it and can’t get anything done – 
these fancy dances. 



“Yes, Council, you guys work hard. I can’t imagine doing 
your job and the fancy dance you have to do to appease 
everybody. But these are human beings that fell through 
the crack, that we’re talking about. And these services are 
not there for them. 

“I have been on the ground working at this with a number 
of volunteers. And Base Camp is lying. Opportunity 
Council, where are they? They’ve barely been there. 
You’ve got all these resources and people can not have 
access to stuff when they can’t leave their homes. 

“It’s everybody’s right to have food, clothing, and shelter. 
So, I appreciate we live in Bellingham, where you know, 
we’re trying to listen to every one, trying to build 
community, trying to work together. But man, with the 
perceptions we deal, the stereo-types – these are literally 
people’s lives. 

“I appreciate everyone, and I remember hearing 
something on one of the meetings where we keep good 
work in tact. But there’s a lot of fishy business going on. 
And if you were to come down and volunteer, you’d find 
out for yourself. And unless you’re down there by your – 
for your own eyes, you won’t know it. There’s so many 
lies being spread.” 



The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The fifteenth public comment of 
the night is Jessie at 1:21:05 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=4865):

Jesse:

“Hi, can you hear me? Cool. I’m a volunteer at Camp two 
one o. I am born and raised in Bellingham, Washington. 
There are about 75 to 100 people at City Hall, with many 
others gathering in the daytime for food, drink, and 
resources. 

“I understand that what happened last Friday is unsettling 
for our community, especially in the wake of what 
occurred in Washington, D.C. But I was there, working in 
the food tent, providing coffee, cocoa and hot food, as 
well as helping people find tents, supplies, and alternative 
options, including Base Camp, Housing First, etc.

‘Yes, people were angry. A combination of community 
members, campers, and volunteers were present. 
Approximately 100 people showed up, in addition to 
campers and volunteers, to support the camp. 
 
“About 20 people, when seeing Seth Fleetwood looking 
out the window of his office, made demands for him to 
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come out and speak to the community. It was loud and 
abrasive.  I understand being scared in that situation. 

“The door was rattled and pulled on, and at some point, I 
don’t know how, the door came open. Nothing was 
broken. The building was occupied for twenty minutes, 
with most people sitting calmly in a circle. No one at the 
Mayor’s desk – no one sat at the Mayor’s desk or tore 
down statues. And everyone left peacefully, as asked. 

“In normal times, City Hall is open to the public at 11 a.m. 
on a Friday. And it’s a common place for the community to 
gather and express their needs. There was graffiti done 
outside, which I was not, personally, happy about, and 
that’s just me, as a person, and want to support getting 
cleaned up. Campers also expressed their distress with 
the graffiti.

“However, Camp two one o is an autonomous space. The 
people that occupied, which I consider much closer to a 
sit-in than a storm, decided to do that for themselves, and 
not necessarily for the larger group. 

“On Saturday morning, a teenage volunteer came down, 
with support from their parents and fellow volunteers, to 
organize a pancake breakfast on a sunny day. We spoke 
with our neighbors, both housed and houseless, and 
while they expressed anxiety about the potential, 



imminent sweep, they also spoke about anger and 
frustration with the lack of respect for human rights during 
the housing crisis. 

“I personally request the City of Bellingham, and 
Whatcom County to provide us with 75 homes with low to 
no-barrier access in a site with power, water, and basic 
resources like restrooms and waste disposable. I also 
request immediate resources for restrooms and waste 
disposable at Camp two one o. 

“25 houses has been offered. That is not enough. In 
addition, basic needs like garbage and restrooms have 
been stripped from us. This sickens me. There are a 
variety of reasons why houseless people are not able to 
access other services that have been offered. We have 
volunteers and energy to support this mission.”

The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The twenty-third public comment 
of the night is Lauren at 1:43:49 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=6229):

Lauren:

https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=6229
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=6229


“Hi, good evening. My name is Lauren…I’m 28. I was 
born here in Bellingham. I went to Western. I’m living on 
Coast Salish territory. I work for a local non-profit that 
serves this community’s mental health needs and I’m also 
an elected leader from the 42nd Legislative Democrats. 
But tonight my statements and views are entirely my own.

“I urge this Council to align with this City’s residents who 
are experiencing houseless-ness, and commit to not 
sweeping the 210 Lottie camp. There are families, 
veterans, and individuals, and more, who have benefitted 
tremendously from central access to emergency no-
barrier sheltering that is offered at 210.  

“The effort from folks in the community to support the 
camp is such a beautiful work of many hands and hearts. 
I’ve seen it first hand. The meal train organizing, the 
streams of donated food, clothes, and volunteer time and 
compassion, proves that this camp deserves more time to 
stay sheltered in place until both emergency sheltering, 
and no-barrier permanent housing is guaranteed and 
available.

“Similarly to like what Council Member Vargas brought up 
regarding the triage center project – an excellent work 
that was put forward by a dynamic group from this body of 
legislators – I call for a similar commitment to staffing and 



housing and mental health programs that are being called 
for by mutual aid efforts.

“There are clear asks from the people that you are being 
spoken to by, and for months now, that know exactly what 
these campers are asking for, and they’ve worked hard to 
make sure you understand clearly. 

“I want all that are listening on the phone tonight that have 
tuned into this meeting, as well as on the Council to join 
the hearts and minds on the right side of history and dig 
deeper into solutions you’re being asked to participate in. 
Thank you and I yield my time.”

The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The twenty-fifth public comment of 
the night is William at 1:49:35 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=6575):

William:

“My Name is William…I live on unceded Coast Salish 
land. One of the campers who I have developed a deep 
relationship with, who wants to get a home and a car, so 
he can get back to work, was telling me this morning that 
he was upset by the burning of the American flag on 

https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=6575&fbclid=IwAR1s9kGOWLAQpJtP89_Tubv6QGrTVY0_EtGIeeraiUbaJwBZQneYKHAq2-g
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=6575&fbclid=IwAR1s9kGOWLAQpJtP89_Tubv6QGrTVY0_EtGIeeraiUbaJwBZQneYKHAq2-g


Friday. And then he told me he would rather freeze to 
death than go back to Base Camp. Everyone around the 
burn barrel agreed that Base Camp was not an option. 

“Events on Friday were challenging, as are most days at 
Camp 210, yet once again people volunteering and living 
at Camp 210 are proving to be the adults in this town. 
They all met Saturday night and talked through what 
happened and discussed people’s differences and agreed 
to continue to work together, despite the fact that many of 
them were upset with the direction the protest took on 
Friday. 
“Why? Because they understand that the violence that the 
government is perpetuating against people in our 
community is orders of magnitude worse than any graffiti 
or any door damage. The volunteers continue to seek 
both immediate solutions through mutual aid and political 
solutions through pressuring the government. 

“This, while the politicians in this town appear to have 
lead a protest that wasn’t how the housed people like it to 
happen, steal the spotlight from the actual problem, which 
is that there are people who are denied their human rights 
to shelter. 

“In this time that has passed since Friday, I have heard a 
lot of chatter about the Collective losing its credibility. 
Thoughts and prayers to you who are concerned for the 



Collective or wish it would operate differently. The 
Collective is not worried about their credibility. They are 
focused on navigating the multiple barriers being placed 
in their way as they work to keep in tact the humanity of 
the people experiencing homelessness in our community. 

“From my perspective, it is the politicians and the 
government who should be concerned about their 
credibility. 100 meetings, thousands of hours of 
conversation, and yet our sisters and brothers continue to 
suffer without adequate housing. And the government 
remains the barrier to preventing housing. HomesNOW 
has shown that our community would build homes if you 
would give us land. Camp 210 has shown us that 
campers would build their own homes if you would give 
us land. If you can’t give them land by waiving your 
precious zoning rules, then use your powers of the purse 
and do it to your standards. 

“Stop blaming the young people saving lives on the lawn 
from your failures. I am here to plead with you to 
understand what your conscience will bear if you continue 
down this path. You, as agents of government are 
engaged in unconscionable acts of violence by preventing 
the community from sheltering these human beings on 
our terms. It is not the federal government zoning law that 
is keeping us from housing people. It is yours, the ones 
you control. 



“You need to either come up with a solution or get out of 
the way because right now you are complicit. Sethy has 
said in meetings that the social contract is broken, but 
continues to wield the power of the state to terrorize the 
people experiencing homelessness. That is a crime 
against humanity. I didn’t burn the American flag or open 
a closed door, but I would much rather bear that and 
answer my conscience for those actions than be complicit 
in the dereliction of duty you are all engaged in. As 
Amanda Gorman said a mere 22 years old herself, last 
Wednesday, ‘The new dawn blooms as we -‘“

The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The twenty-sixth public comment 
of the night is Stacy at 1:52:54 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=6774):

Stacy:

“Hello. You can hear me, right? Cool, cool, cool. I’m 
Stacy. I’m a volunteer. I’m usually there between 4:00 and 
8:00 a.m. So early morning hours during the times that 
the patriots are – the freedom-minded people are 
harassing us, as in driving over the curb and speeding 
down the road just to prove that they can in a state where 

https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=6774
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the police have just run over someone, just for standing in 
front of their vehicle. 

“I feel threatened by that not by the campers or being in 
camp. I feel personally threatened by Joe, the community 
helper, 360-201…, maybe you could look into that, and 
then I could take you seriously when you talk about public 
safety. 

“Because, let me tell you something, I’m from Alabama 
and I didn’t consider anything in the UK Daily Mail or the 
Sun Times when planning my trip here, okay? I 
considered the education level, the safety level, the public 
health level. I’m from Alabama. We rank number 1 in the 
country here. I’m from he state that ranks number 50. So 
[bleeped] this [bleeped] about public safety, come on! 
Now I’m -”

Comment was ended by Council. Words in this comment 
were edited out (noted as bleeped) by the City.

Related to a reference in the comment above, this is a 
link to an article on a Tacoma police officer driving 
through a crowd, leaving at least one person injured. The 
incident happened on January 24, 2021 the day before 
the January 25 Bellingham City Council meeting.



The second Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was January 25, 2021. The thirty-third public comment of 
the night is Sie at 2:08:06 (https://youtu.be/
DIKmyVITzmc?t=7686):

Sie:

“Hi, can you hear me? Okay. Alright, so I’m not here to 
talk to Seth. I’m here to talk to my lovely audience, 
because I realize that – volunteering at Camp 210 since 
December, that Seth really has no power at all. 

“So, I would like this – everybody talking today, to see that 
mutual aid works, that we don’t need the City to give us 
what our – these people down at camp need. We can 
give it to them. We can give it to each other.  They can 
give it to themselves. They just need you to reach your 
hand out. 

“All this passion I hear in your voices, you need to come 
down and bring it at camp. We need the people. We need 
the love. We need the bodies. I mean, the City Council, 
they don’t have any power. We have the power. 

“I just want people to look at themselves and see if they 
are respecting property over people. Thank you. I yield 
my time.”

https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=7686):
https://youtu.be/DIKmyVITzmc?t=7686):


The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The fifth public comment of the night is 
Alicia at 00:44:24 (https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?
t=2664):

Alicia:

“Hi, give me one second here, sorry. Alright, so I just – I – 
as a [background noise] – oh, what?   Hey, can you hear 
me? Okay great. 

“So I would just like to say I have some rebuttals to some 
of the points that were made. And I’d just like to start out 
with saying the sweeps a.k.a. cleanups are supposed to 
be suspended for the duration of COVID-19. [Council 
President Stone apologizes and asks if Alicia will wait one 
moment. Alicia continues.] It says that. And it says – if 
COVID was actually a concern, the officers could have all 
done a much better job wearing their masks properly, for 
one. 

“Also, there were snipers on the roof and in the second 
story of City Hall windows and multiple people have 
pictures of this. Just because they weren’t actively taking 
aim, doesn’t mean that they weren’t there and ready to do 
so. 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=2664
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“Also, there was no armory made of pallets. There was a 
shed, where we stored tools used for building, but there 
was no actual armory. 

“Also, in regards to the line being held, it was held against 
police to allow campers time to disperse and to allow 
other volunteers to be able to help them collect and 
transport their belongings. It was a defensive measure, 
and actually people were injured by the police. Protesters 
were also campers. At least two campers were arrested 
for protesting. There’s no division between the two. We 
are a community supporting each other. 

“In regards to sanitary conditions, those would be 
possible with basic power, access to port-a-potties, and 
trash service. At the new location, volunteers have 
actually paid for these out of their own pockets and 
community donations after the City refused to do so. And 
the private companies hired were told that they were not 
allowed to provide services at Geri Field.

“We actually have communicated with social workers. I 
personally assisted the Opportunity Council with their 
point-in-time count at Geri Field. There’s multiple 
volunteers that have been contacting social workers and 
trying to make sure people are keeping their 
appointments, getting medications, and staying on track 
with rehab programs. 



“Volunteers have been working with City Council 
Members to pass this legislation, like Eddy just 
mentioned. Yeah, the legislation currently under 
discussion was actually written by camp volunteers. 

“Really, you just – you can’t keep moving people around 
the City and telling them to go to Base Camp. It should – 
it isn’t and should not be the only option. Like, people are 
going to freeze this week if we don’t come up with some 
other solution, except for just kicking people violently out 
of their homes. Like, this is – that’s the real, like, public 
health concern. You know, you can’t just shut off services 
and keep moving people around. It’s disgusting. 

“Anyway, that’s it. That’s my whole comment. I have 30 
seconds left, but that’s all.”

The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The seventh public comment of the 
night is Bridget at 00:50:24 (https://youtu.be/
tkMOEQPaYSc?t=3024):

Bridget:

“Can you hear me? Thank you. My name is Bridget…and 
I’m here to speak tonight to the Council about what I 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=3024
https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=3024


witnessed on January 28th at the camp sweep at Camp 
210. 

“I went as a concerned citizen of Bellingham because I 
wanted to see, first hand, as a tax-payer, as a resident of 
this City, what my city was doing.

“What I saw, at about 9:30 a.m. was complete chaos and 
utter sorrow. There were riot police, militarized police, and 
a group of volunteers trying to evacuate campers. We 
were evacuating people under threat of force, with no 
help from the City of Bellingham in sight. 

“And I cannot stress this enough: there were no helpers 
other than the volunteers. There was a group of 
protesters trying to hold back riot police so that myself 
and other volunteers could help people evacuate. 

“When 100+ people have to suddenly evacuate from an 
area that they have lived in for several months, there’s an 
incredible amount of belongings to move. 

“What struck me most, were the shoes: single shoes 
without their partner, scattered amongst tarps, books, 
toasters, blankets. As I tried to move people’s belongings, 
there was great confusion. Where were we moving these 
things to? Who is moving it? Again, volunteers were 
completely on their own. Campers were on their own. 



“My heart was racing the whole time and I did feel afraid – 
not afraid of the campers, not afraid of the young people 
dressed in black bravely keeping the police at bay while I 
tried to match up people’s things. I was afraid of the 
militarized police, of the snipers on the rooftop, of the 
armored vehicles. 
 
“What a shameful day in Bellingham’s history. What a 
shameful event to explain to my children that night at 
dinner – what our City had done to human beings, what 
our City had paid hundreds of thousands of dollars to do 
instead of buying people homes, instead of giving people 
shelter.

“And so, City Council Members, I ask you, I plead with 
you: no more sweeps, emergency winter shelter now. 
Thank you.”

 
The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The twentieth public comment of the 
night is Imogen at 1:29:53 (https://youtu.be/
tkMOEQPaYSc?t=5393):

Imogen:

“Hello, can you hear me? Alright, well, I think that a lot of 
what people have been saying is quite clear – what we’re 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=5393
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asking, what we’re wanting. But I would just like to push a 
little further into your guys’ empathy, because the 
language that some of you guys have used to talk about 
Camp 210 residents, to talk about some of the protesters, 
is a little condescending, and a little lacking in empathy, 
and care, and compassion. 

“Saying that some of the protesters are dangerous and 
that – sorry – that it’s dangerous and that it is offensive, I 
think that a lot of actions around Camp 210 could be 
described as dangerous and offensive. 

“First of all it’s offensive that there is money for a 
militarized sweep of Camp 210, but there isn’t enough 
money, or resources, or time to be put into finding 
adequate shelter in support for this community.

“I think it is offensive that people who have jobs, and 
school, and other aspects in their life are giving all that 
they can, are spending all their time, and efforts, and 
getting supplies, and volunteering, and raising money, 
and helping this community, when that is supposed to be 
your guys’s job. 

“If we can’t trust our officials to keep us safe, to help keep 
us housed, to have access to water – think about not 
having those things. And instead of sweeping and taking 
stuff that people put so much effort into getting for them, 



that weren’t yours to take, it’s disgusting, and it’s painful 
to see. And I just think we can do a lot better.

“I yield the rest of my time.”

The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The twenty-ninth public comment of the 
night is Eric at 1:53:32 (https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?
t=6812):

Eric:

“Hello, we’re working on it. He’s coming. Yeah, go ahead 
and start the timer, he’ll be here in just a sec. Yeah, just 
talk. 

“Hi guys. My name is Eric… You know, I represent 210 
down here, you know, and we appreciate all the 
community support we’ve been receiving out here. 

“You know you people can’t – you don’t have to be doing 
this, but you care out of the kindness of your heart, and 
we’re very much appreciative of that. 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=6812):
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“And when it started out here, 210 2.0 isn’t – I instituted 
zero-tolerance for violence out here. Because I knew that 
some of my campers who I love and I know personally 
were being connected to violence that was slowing down 
the process of this. And so I put no tolerance for violence 
and it’s been working. We’ve had maybe 4 incidents the 
whole time we’ve been here, when yet – when at 210 
Lottie we were dealing with incidents, multiple incidents 
every single day. 

“So, we know this is working because it’s not chaos right 
now. But if we are given the opportunity to show the 
community that we’re willing to cooperate and respect 
ourselves then this can be something great. 

“You know, I see this going all over the place, but this is 
like, the example. Give us a chance for the example we 
need. These people know how to respect themselves. 
Okay, and the people who don’t can be taught. It’s 
something you can learn. 

“And it’s my personal mission to be behind this camp 
110%. And I’m going to make sure to do what I can to 
make sure that safety and the needs of these people are 
met. 

“And so, I’m here because I love the city and I love you 
guys and thank you for everything.



“You know, our mayor may be a little desensitized and 
what have you, but you know, without Bellingham, without 
you guys, we’d be just another group in the cold, just 
another jungle. But this ain’t the jungle, ‘cause we got a 
volunteer tank here, we got community support like I’ve 
never seen before. It’s unprecedented for me.

“You know, and so I feel like we can be the example and 
we can be the leaders and we can be the, you know, 
vanguard on this whole thing and spearhead a movement 
and it can go nation-wide. 

“You know, people can take care of themselves. They can 
learn how to respect themselves and all we need are 
people who are willing to be accountable, willing to be 
held accountable, and everybody at this camp is on board 
with that. 

“You know, we had a couple troubled campers here. They 
have decided they don’t want to live here anymore. So 
the vibes here is really good – really good energy. And 
those people at Base Camp that don’t feel safe, and want 
to feel safe, they can come here and this is a place where 
you can be safe and secure and you can have dignity and 
respect until something permanent is made for us to 
have. 



“So thank you guys for all your participation, and reach 
out to the community. I love you guys out there in the 
community, supporting us. We’re doing the best we can.

“And we’re streamlining this. We’re going to adapt. 
Everybody’s behind adapting here. So, you know, there’s 
no reason we can’t organize on our own behalf. We have 
group meetings at night and we talk about it and we voice 
our concerns, so everybody has a voice here, and that’s 
important. 

“So, thank you guys. I gotta get busy.”

The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The thirty-nineth public comment of the 
night is Emma at 3:30:51, when Council had resumed 
after a break and attending to some other Council 
business, (https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=12651):

Emma: 
“Hi, can you all hear me? My name is Emma…and I’ve 
been a resident of Bellingham for the past several years. 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=12651


“I want to echo the comments that my loved ones made 
tonight and speak with you about Camp 210 and the 
housing crisis. To respond to some of the earlier 
comments, of course Camp 210 is not safe. People’s lives 
are being threatened every single day by houseless-ness 
in the midst of a pandemic in the winter. 

“But I can tell you that, as a camp volunteer, I’ve never 
been made unsafe by any of the campers. They’re my 
neighbors and they have shared care and compassion 
with me through months of trauma. 

“The threat to public health and safety comes from our 
government’s decision to deprive our neighbors of shelter, 
not from people having to see our unsheltered neighbors. 

“We did not want to be on the lawn in the first place. We 
want housing to be available to everyone. There is simply 
no viable option. We can’t keep them warm at camp. And 
people are literally choosing to go to jail so they don’t 
have to go to Base Camp.

“Seth, you claim that the militarized sweep was necessary 
to protect the safety of campers. Yet you evicted our 
neighbors and refused to offer anywhere else for people 
to go. 



“You claim that your steadfast in your commitment to build 
capacity – and if I have to hear that one more time – and 
you’re actively engaged in this effort. And I want to make 
clear to you tonight that your incompetence and your 
refusals to take meaningful action to protect the health 
and well-being of our neighbors will literally cost lives, and 
we will never forgive you. 

“Camp 210 formed in response to institutional failures. If 
you had adequate solutions to this crisis we would have 
never been there. But you have consistently refused to 
serve our community’s most vulnerable. You’ve denied 
our neighbors access to basic services and you have 
denied them of their humanity. 

“Rather than investing in criminalization of houseless-
ness and militarized sweeps, I urge you to invest in 
housing. 

“We refuse to accept your continued rejection of 
responsibility. Offering housing for 25 or $50,000 for 
professional services was, and continues to be, an 
absolutely pathetic proposal presented in the face of the 
scale of this crisis. 

“We took your offer to camp. And as a community, we 
decided that we would not leave anyone behind. Our 
community has only grown stronger since. 



“And displacement is traumatizing and what you might not 
have realized is that we grew stronger through this 
process. We did not get to stay in the same place, but we 
did stay together. 

“Camp 210 is a community forged in crisis. Camp 210 is 
sustained through mutual aid, and we will continue to do 
this ourselves. 
 
“We will not leave anyone behind. We will not allow our 
neighbors to die as a result of your immoral apathy. 

“You have the opportunity to take meaningful action 
immediately. I urge you to use all of your political capital 
drop all of the charges, deliver amnesty to those who 
protected our neighbors as best we could. 

“You all are talking about buying yourselves some time to 
be able to breathe, but criminalize those of us who did the 
same in the face of displacement.

“Venmo is @camp_210. Thank you.”

The third Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year was 
February 8, 2021. The forty-first public comment of the 
night is Sage at 3:37:17, when Council had resumed after 



a break and attending to some other Council business, 
(https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=13037):

Sage:

“Hi, my name is Sage… I’m a member of Whatcom DSA, 
and I’m also speaking as a previously unhoused person. 

“So, number 1, stop the sweeps. It’s embarrassing that 
your excuse that this legislation is just crossing your desk 
– when you, as law-makers, should have written these 
ordinances two weeks ago when there were snipers on 
the roof, or better yet, three months ago, when the first 
tents went up at City Hall. 

“You knew this problem was coming. It’s your job to solve 
it and it’s embarrassing that citizens had to write 
ordinances for you because you didn’t write them 
yourselves. 

“Call an emergency session. Austin has bought a hotel. 
San Francisco has been reimbursed for all of the hotel 
rooms they’ve bought for homeless individuals. You have 
no excuses. There’s CARE Acts.

“I understand that you’re part-time employees. But we’re 
volunteers who have put so much time and energy into 
handing you the solutions that you conveniently ignore. 

https://youtu.be/tkMOEQPaYSc?t=13037


“I don’t understand how anyone who understands the 
legacy of mission work in the U.S. can dismiss the 
concerns about inclusivity brought up about Lighthouse 
Mission. Stop using Base Camp as an excuse not to 
provide safe and welcoming shelter for anyone in our 
community. 

“The council as a whole, would you be allowed into the 
Lighthouse Mission on your muscle relaxers? Given that 
Lighthouse doesn’t meet the needs of our community, it 
seems like the only outcome of the sweeps is to 
repeatedly traumatize houseless individuals in an effort to 
placate the complaints of business owners who obviously 
have your ear.

“And, number 2, related to the comments you’ve made 
related to the sweep that did happen. Antifa is not an 
organization. You know that. Antifa means anti-fascist, 
and if you’re anti-anti-fascist, you need to simplify your 
equation. If you’re not, find a new scapegoat. 

“And last, but not least, I just want to stress that the 
reason you’re dealing with our peasant problems is 
because the billionaire class prevents everyone in our 
community from living a dignified life. 

“We’re all one really bad fit away from being houseless. 
You’re complicit in perpetuating the system. Washington’s 



tax system is one of the most regressive in the country. 
Amazon’s combined state and local income tax last year 
was 2.9%, while the average working-class 
Washingtonian paid 17.8% in taxes. Get your friends on 
state legislature to fix this. I yield the rest of my time.”

 The fourth Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was February 22, 2021. The ninth public comment of the 
night is Sally at 00:34:35 (https://youtu.be/
R0fEOpNh8LE?t=2075): 

Sally:

“Hello. My name is Sally. But tonight I’m speaking on 
behalf of a comrade, and somebody who was living at 
Camp 210 at City Hall and was volunteering there, as 
well. 

“And so these are their words: 

“’Some might ask about what it is like to be homeless. To 
be homeless and living on the streets is something most 
have never experienced and some have never seen – 
forever being judged, humiliated, photographed, and 
recorded. For what the pleasure of having us exploited 
made to look like animals in the jungle, wild and untamed. 

https://youtu.be/R0fEOpNh8LE?t=2075
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No human decency of morals, so they say. We are 
humans too. We have feelings, just like you. There is no 
reason to fear us. 

“’Maybe instead of being violent towards us, you should 
have some compassion and not judge for once. So the 
next time you see us walking down the street, on the 
corner at a red light, laying on the sidewalk, show a 
random act of kindness and say hi, or just smile and 
wave. You never know, it might just make their day. 

“‘Being homeless isn’t easy. It’s the hardest journey I’ve 
ever been on in my life, but I’m thankful for this learning 
experience and this life lesson, because I now know what 
it is like to have nowhere to go, wonder where or when 
your next meal is going to be, wonder how you’re going to 
stay dry and warm when the rain, wind, storm, snow, and 
freezing temperatures hit. 

“‘Thankfully I ended up meeting the most amazing group 
of volunteers and campers at a protest on the City Hall 
lawn for housing for the homeless. They are the most 
caring, compassionate, dedicated, hard-working, give you 
the shirt off their back types. They continue to show up for 
us, day in, and day out, rain or shine, even in the snow, 
and through very – and through every bad storm we 
endured, making sure we had all the necessities and then 
some, to continue surviving winter together.’ 



“And that’s the end of what Fonics wrote. I just want to 
say that they are also a volunteer and all of those lovely 
things that they said the other volunteers are. 

“And, on another note, I just want to say to Fred Meyer 
workers – this is what happens when you live in a 
capitalistic society. Corporations just care about profit. 
They don’t care about people. And that goes for what 
we’re seeing with the City of Bellingham not providing 
housing for everybody. 

“There are empty motel rooms, there are empty homes. 
There’s literally enough housing for everybody. Scarcity is 
a myth. 

“And, yeah, I just – and yeah, it’s pathetic that we have 
police officers targeting protesters and, specifically, 
protesters that are black and brown, specifically – 
obviously racially profiling protesters. So we want 
amnesty for all of those being targeted by thug cops that 
you guys pay for.” 

Time was called and the comment was ended by Council.

 The fourth Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was February 22, 2021. The fourteenth public comment of 



the night is Lauren at 00:50:29 (https://youtu.be/
R0fEOpNh8LE?t=3029):

Lauren:

“Hi. Thank you, Council. I’d like to start by saying that the 
Whatcom Democratic Labor Alliance, at their last meeting, 
mentored the hazard pay ordinance that Seattle just put 
through to get frontline grocery workers extra pay and 
support.

“Bellingham should look to Seattle’s ordinance as a 
template. The city council members in Blaine have had a 
similar hazard pay ordinance added to their agenda 
docket from today’s meeting. 

“The grocery industry is one of the few sectors reporting 
record profits during the pandemic, meaning they should 
be obligated to support their employees who are doing 
valuable work. So let’s show them our support. 

“Next, I would like to urge the Council to continue the 
work on short-term sheltering, and emergency housing 
that provides temporary survival support on a quick path 
to a permanent Housing First-modeled program.

“I’d like to call for the continued development and 
expansion of programs like the GRACE and LEAD 

https://youtu.be/R0fEOpNh8LE?t=3029
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programs, as well as the protocol to rely on unarmed 
behavioral health professionals to respond to mental and 
community health-related emergency calls, including 
matters concerning those in our community that are 
houseless. 

“I would like to say I am proud of the work I’ve seen done 
at Camp 210 and the new, relocated camp. I’ve been 
someone that has had the privilege to volunteer there, 
myself. And I would urge anyone that is interested in 
learning more about the camp to consider what it would 
be like to live there. 
 
“If neighbors that have called in this evening, and others 
around the community that I have heard having different 
feelings about the existence and efficacy of a camp like 
this, I would urge them to consider, if this is such a terrible 
place to live, imagine if it was also the best place you had 
to go to survive. 

“If it’s as interesting to you as it is to the rest of the 
community to get this matter solved urgently, then you 
should be on the side of calling for direct emergency 
housing that would lead towards Housing First low to no-
barrier housing for permanent housing. 

“I thank the Council for this time and I urge the community 
to have a heart this evening.”



The fourth Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was February 22, 2021. The eighteenth public comment 
of the night is Julia at 00:58:28 (https://youtu.be/
R0fEOpNh8LE?t=3508):

 Julia:

“Hi, can you hear me? Julia…Hello, Council Members 
and City of Bellingham. My name is Julia, and I am a 
volunteer with the Collective. I work with 210 and now at 
Civic Field. I acknowledge that we’re on Salish land and I 
don’t speak on behalf of the Collective or 210. I speak on 
behalf of myself. 

“The people I interact with, campers and volunteers alike, 
they are not criminals and not degenerates of society. 
Please follow the CDC guidelines and respect the lives of 
Bellingham by dropping all charges on the ongoing 
investigations and targeting protesters from the January 
28th sweep. 

“You guys aren’t the only ones who have done this in this 
community. And this is violence. And I don’t speak on 
behalf of any BIPOC members of the community, but it 
scares me as much as I’ve seen it scare them. 

“We also need permanent no-barrier housing. I attest to 
that, as well. I – we also need to understand that, you 

https://youtu.be/R0fEOpNh8LE?t=3508
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know, there’s people with mental health and drug 
rehabilitation issues on the line. And people who show 
signs of growth in rehabilitation is a way to develop social 
credit to pull people out of social, physical, and mental 
prison. 

“With these sweeps, it’s inhumane actions of society, and 
you’re displacing these individuals and shoving them to 
the side. Just because it’s not in your back yard, doesn’t 
mean you don’t see it. And forcing this from one end of 
the town to the other is not a solution. 

“You know, homeless people are not objects. They aren’t 
a spectacle. We can’t – you know, we don’t move them 
around like, you know, ugly lamps in your living room. 
These people need love. And you know, students need 
jobs. Use these two things to help one another. 

“And I’d like to conclude by saying, please change the 
system from the inside. You know capitalism sucks. 
You’ve heard us all say it. Attempt to change our system 
of oppression by providing funds for mutual aid and 
making the community support and surveillance a 
governmentally funded system. I yield my time.”



The fourth Bellingham City Council Meeting of the year 
was February 22, 2021. The twenty-seventh public 
comment of the night is Heather at 01:27:35 (https://
youtu.be/R0fEOpNh8LE?t=5255):

Heather:

“Hello City Council persons and neighbors. Thanks for 
your patience for the technology. This is Heather… 
speaking. 

“I appreciate the time to hear many public comments 
tonight. [There was a loud noise, after which Council 
President Stone apologized and asked Heather to 
continue] Okay, that was not on my end. 

“Elisabeth, can you restart my time after the big screech. 
Okay, thank you. 

“I wish to thank the decision of Mayor Fleetwood and the 
staff efforts of the City, and the City Parks Department, for 
creating the emergency warming center at the Depot 
Market during mid-February. 

“I was able to volunteer multiple times and I witnessed the 
appreciation of many unsheltered neighbors who were 
welcomed to rest inside our public market center for one 
cold week of our winter. 

https://youtu.be/R0fEOpNh8LE?t=5255
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“And I was witness to many housed neighbors behind the 
scenes, networking to fill in the gaps, bringing in newly 
packaged sleeping bags, blankets, hot chocolate, new 
hats, new gloves, even emergency new pants when there 
was an urgent need in the morning. 

“Homelessness is a challenge that affects and concerns 
all of us, including those who have the privilege to rent or 
to own – a privilege that many of us don’t have. 
Homelessness is a challenge that can be solved.

“As a community, we have the land. We even have many 
empty parking lots and empty public buildings. And as a 
community, we have the motivation to create solutions to 
provide a safe location to simply rest – whether it’s a 
room, a house, a tiny home, or a winter-proofed geodesic 
dome tent. 

“And we have the resources to create facilities to allow all 
our citizens access to public bathrooms and public 
drinking water. This challenge can be solved. 

“Thank you, each, for your hard work towards creating 
real community solutions. I yield the rest of my time. 
Thank you.”


